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PUBLIC SECTOR APPOINTMENTS 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.04 pm]: I would like to congratulate the new member for 
Darling Range for her election to the Legislative Assembly. I would also like to acknowledge the United States 
Consul General, Rachel Cooke, who is the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon. 

My government has committed to significant public sector reforms to deliver an efficient, innovative and effective 
public sector that delivers better services and real outcomes for the community. Successful delivery of these 
reforms depends on committed leadership, a culture of collaboration and a long-term focus. I am pleased to 
welcome Ms Sharyn O’Neill to the position of Public Sector Commissioner, a key office for the delivery of the 
reforms identified in the service priority review and the special inquiry into government programs and projects. 
The former director general of the Department of Education, Ms O’Neill is widely respected across the public 
service and the political spectrum, and will apply her skills and experience to improving the sector. I am also 
pleased to welcome Ms Jodi Cant as the new director general of the Department of Finance. Ms Cant is an 
innovative and committed leader who will also be instrumental in delivering the long-lasting reforms that are 
required. 

A year ago, I established the public sector leadership council of directors general and commissioners to create 
a forum for collaboration and stewardship of the sector. Through that body, the Western Australian government 
has entered into an agreement with the Australia and New Zealand School of Government—ANZSOG—to 
establish the ANZSOG–WA government chair of public administration and policy. This position, to be based at 
Curtin University, will work closely with the Western Australian government to provide research, education, 
outreach and stakeholder engagement of relevance to the Western Australian public sector. The creation of this 
position and the recent appointments are clear signs of a bright future for the Western Australian public sector. 
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